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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1 3-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 3-1 5 direct to a carrier wave (signal ). See MPEP 21 00. 

Claim 16-17 direct information on a medium without specify that the medium is a 
computer readable medium . The medium in the claims can be a paper on which is 
printed with information (a drawing or an image).See MPEP 2100. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kurano et al (EP0737974). 
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Regarding claims 1, and 16, Kurano discloses a content use device (Figs. 1, 
29, columns 2,27-29) for using composite content recorded on a recording medium, 
the composite content including a plurality of pieces of content, the content use device 
comprising: 

an acquisition unit operable to acquire a designation of one of the plurality of pieces of 
content (column 27); 

a judgment unit operable to judge whether the designated piece of content is usable, 
based on contract information relating to use of the designated piece of 
content (column 27, lines 40-58); 

a selection unit operable to select one of the plurality of pieces of content, according to 
a result of the judgment by the judgment unit (column 28); and 

an output unit operable to output the selected piece of content. 

Method claims 12 and 13 correspond to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore method 
claims 12 and 13 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 1 . 

Further for claims 13-15, Kurano using a computer program (Fig. 29). 

Regarding claims 2,3 and 16-17 , Kurano further teaches using alternative piece 
information since the piece information n can be selected by user (parent control or 
rating level) . 

Regarding claim 10, Kurano further teaches the plurality of pieces of content 
include a plurality of pieces of auxiliary content that are each made up of any of audio 
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data and subtitle data output together with video data (Cells of DVD movie) , 

the acquisition unit acquires the designation of one of the plurality of pieces of auxiliary 

content, 

the judgment unit judges whether the designated piece of auxiliary content is usable, 
based on the contract information, 

the selection unit selects a group of outputtable pieces of auxiliary content according to 
the result of the judgment by the judgment unit, and selects one piece of auxiliary 
content from the selected group, and 

the output unit outputs the selected piece of auxiliary content ( the auxiliary content in 
selected the cells ) . 

5. Claims 1-7,10 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ravis (6704491 ). 

Regarding claims 1 , and 16, Ravis discloses a content use device for using 
composite content recorded on a recording medium, the composite content including a 
plurality of pieces of content, the content use device comprising: 

an acquisition unit operable to acquire a designation of one of the plurality of pieces of 
content (column 1 , line 48 to column 2, line 45, Fig. 4)-; 

a judgment unit operable to judge whether the designated piece of content is usable, 
based on contract information relating to use of the designated piece of 
content (Fig. 4); 



Application/Control Number: 10/590,712 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

a selection unit operable to select one of the plurality of pieces of content, according to 
a result of the judgment by the judgment unit (column 2, lines 25-45, column 5, Fig. 4); 
and 

an output unit operable to output the selected piece of content. 

Method claims 12 and 13 correspond to apparatus claim 1 . Therefore method 
claims 12 and 13 are rejected by the same reason as applied to apparatus claim 1 . 

Further for claims 13-15, Ravis teaches using a computer program (Fig. 4) 

Regarding claims 2 and 16 Ravis teaches the selection unit selects the 
designated piece of content if the designated piece of content is judged as being 
usable, and selects an alternative piece of content instead of the designated piece of 
content if 

the designated piece of content is judged as being not usable, the alternative piece of 
content being included in the composite content in correspondence with the 
designated piece of content (column 5, column 7, lines 35-40). 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, Ravis teaches the composite content recorded on 

the 

recording medium includes a content identifier for identifying the designated piece of 
content and an alternative content identifier for identifying the alternative piece of 
content, in correspondence with each other, the selection unit selects the designated 
piece of content by extracting the content identifier from the composite content if the 
designated piece of content is judged as being usable, and selects the alternative piece 
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of content by extracting the alternative content identifier corresponding to the content 
identifier from the composite content if the designated piece of content is judged as 
being not usable, and 

the output unit reads the piece of content identified by the extracted content identifier or 
alternative content identifier from the recording medium, and outputs the read 
piece of content (column 5, column 7, lines 35-40).. 

Regarding claim 4, Ravis teaches the judgment unit acquires the contract 

Information (rating level or prefer level ) (Fig. 4), and judges whether the designated 
piece of content is usable based on the acquired contract information. 

Regarding claim 5, Ravis teaches the composite content recorded on the 

recording medium includes a license identifier (rating level identifier )for identifying the 

contract information, and the judgment unit includes: 

a contract information storage unit operable to prestore the license identifier and the 
contract information in correspondence with each other (column 3, lines 37-65); 

an identifier extraction unit operable to extract the license identifier from the composite 
content; and 

a judging unit operable to read the contract information corresponding to the extracted 
license identifier from the contract information storage unit, 

and judge whether the designated piece of content is usable based on the read contract 
information. (column 3, lines 36-68 ) 
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Regarding claims 6, Ravis teaches the composite content recorded on the recording 
medium includes a content identifier for identifying the designated piece of content and 
a license identifier for identifying the contract information, in correspondence with each 
other, and the judgment unit includes: 

a contract information storage unit operable to prestore the license identifier and the 
contract information (pointers associated with rating level)(column 3, lines 37-65) in 
correspondence with each other; an identifier extraction unit operable to extract the 
license identifier corresponding to the content identifier for identifying the designated 
piece of content, from the composite content; and a judging unit operable to read the 
contract information corresponding to the extracted license 

identifier from the contract information storage unit, and judge whether the designated 
piece of content is usable based on the read contract information. 

Regarding claim 7, Ravis teaches the composite content recorded on the 

recording medium includes a content identifier ( pointers associated with rating level)for 

identifying the designated piece of content, and the judgment unit includes: 

a contract information storage unit operable to prestore the content identifier (pointer 

associated with rating level) and the contract information in correspondence with each 

other; an identifier extraction unit operable to extract the content identifier from the 

composite content; and 

a judging unit operable to read the contract information corresponding to the extracted 
content identifier from the contract information storage unit, 
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and judge whether the designated piece of content is usable based on the read 
contract information. 

Regarding claim 1 0, Ravis further teaches the plurality of pieces of content include 
a plurality of pieces of auxiliary content that are each made up of any of audio data and 
subtitle data output together with video data (DVD movie) , 

the acquisition unit acquires the designation of one of the plurality of pieces of auxiliary 
content, 

the judgment unit judges whether the designated piece of auxiliary content is usable, 
based on the contract information, 

the selection unit selects a group of outputtable pieces of auxiliary content according to 
the result of the judgment by the judgment unit, and selects one piece of auxiliary 
content from the selected group, and 
the output unit outputs the selected piece of auxiliary content. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
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were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ravis in view of Sato et al (5,884,004). 

Ravis does not specify teach that the content is played as playback paths or 

angles 

Sato teaches the content on the medium can be played as a playback path by 
using playback path information (Figs. 20-21) . It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the are to modify Ravis with Sato by using the teaching Sato for 
providing the medium and the apparatus of Ravis with playback path or angle 
information thereby enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of Ravis in selection of 
segments of the content to be played. 

8. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kurano et al in view of Sato et al (5,884,004). 

Kurano does not specifically teach that the content is played as playback 
paths or angles 

Sato teaches the content on the medium can be played as a playback path by 
using playback path information (Figs. 20-21) . It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the are to modify Kurano with Sato by using the teaching Sato for 
providing the medium and the apparatus of Kurano with playback path or angle 
information thereby enhancing the capacity of the apparatus of Kurano in selection of 
segments of the content to be played. 

9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ravis 
in view of Takechi et al (7,146,498). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Ravis does not specifically teach that the content is 
encrypted and is decrypted . 

Takechi teaches encrypting and decrypting the content recorded on a medium 
(column 16, lines 55-68). It would have been obvious to one o ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Ravis with Takechi by using encrypting and decrypting the contents of Ravis 
thereby protecting the content from unauthorized copying . 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Q. Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/HUYT NGUYEN/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



